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ytLiu *S jljI A—~if jlj-il j_. jl ^jL_i jjj a_-ID 
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o IjLxii— I ^ .-ij ) jl. /1 Lo i^Cj j j ji> . jujS aJL-x- iZyij 
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O-i 1 V j! U**i-{ >5“* 
U-* OljL^-j ^jU I jx* 
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. ~ .i > ,X. > A_.lxl La gj-Sji j_jI 
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0 jUI 3JI j)3^*l jjLaltj aS 3JI 
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33 LI; ^mJ^j.3j3^j 03 j ^1^3 ^j| 
o— 1 ^ oLI^> XJ>? ^y. 
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^Ub ^JLo! ^-j Lj L-J_j 3 j 11 3 JfL» L il 
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3^1 ^-Ijy* I jSl^A L^toA 
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Lb^ jy<*** *—-*ij^ <j L OlLvx* 

<-Jj^ ^ol >-^J3 <-i> .3JA3 ^jl^ jS 

tbb/ j y^S CjJjy 3J3> 
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A_. A^ e—J ^^La ^Ijxjl jl 

! o jy ijj xj —S o^l ^ e>x^Jftft x^A 
J | x>—S Oxljj ^xlft- i -j c > .xy^ ^y» 
' 1 xOol jj_-i ^ -> ^yjl x- U*ix? 

J O-i 1 2^5 ^ -i-* y'xy 5 

^ ^Lil ol^yU ^>1 ^.A. J .C mJ jy*LS 

^ lj 0 -U 3 3 ^aJ y> ojL>l Lfu ji> 
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^ ^UiyUX^m O-J ^Jlf3 >>L3^^l^3jl 
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<•131 j3 LJL»^ <L>l3 ^jj^ 

3^—. .LAo^i 3l .iiXfl 3«I«-»3 

^3 ^5 U*.3i^T ^ al^ <J ^A^l> 

^1 jl C J>I» >■!--<>aJ jJ 3.-S1J ^aC 

30 Li <$■ 3 I 3 ^ 3 ftL ^Lcit 3 * I ^3 

3 jy*B <-*yj ^jol <S” 3^*1 03 b ajb-l 

^Jjj <io-> .3^ ^1 ^ ftjU-J ft^ftA 

J> I —A** A—b-lx OxlJj j—!^> 
pU -fttffc* 35 Lo < .14 ft* ^jO y . * A"> 

fLxA \jy—Z£ ^-J_\ <-0 ^-afi^^jC 
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<-S" 3>^—1 j^k* <S^ ^3 3Jy 
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Kiinditluir- visit the counln. visit the progr 

I’resident I Isimid Karzai was provinces, election or no monti 
Kick in his hometown this election It is part of mv job " did n 
weekend lor the first time On Saturday evening, he met a poll 
since he narrowly escaped .100 elders and tribesmen said, 
assassination by a Taliban from the region lor dinner. unify: 
sympathizer here 18 months tie warned of difficult times game 
ago In a direct challenge to ahead, saying violence was transi 
the laliban in its former likely to increase in the next "The 
spmti.pl capital, he urged four to live months before the don't 
people to take part in the elections, partly because to lie t 
country's elections in militants may be set on "They 
September disrupting the process and should 

I lis two-day v isit to Kandahar partly because of aggravated things 
was the first of a series of internal political tensions. not have 
planned tiips to the regions oi I errorism - by A1 Qaeda and political party anyway, 
the country in the coming their associates, and those "1 don't think I'll campaign 
months, and it clearly opened outside of Afghanistan who like others do -1 don’t think I 
ilic election season, the next dont want Alghanistan to have the resources for that" 
big task for Mr Kar/ai's grow the way it has grown - he said. “I will talk to people, 
government and for him as a will definitely tn to sabotage I will visit. I think the Afghan 
presidential candidate. the peace process by people know what I have 

Accompanied by live cabinet attacking the election done and what I haven't 
ministers, he said he was here process," Mr.. Karzai said. done." 
to see how reconstruction was "1 expect an increase in Although lie may not have 
going and what more the terrorist activities, to prevent political party funds to use, he 
government could do. but he people from going to register has the trappings of state and 
also urged people to take part or from going to elections." the American alliance, which 
in the elections even if those he added, but said those is anxious lo see him. re¬ 
ining to undermine the trying to derail the process elected and who are ready to 
process used v iolence lo deter would not succeed. provide the logistics and 

participation In interviews and in leallets security for his lours around 

I here was heavy security scattered in the bazaars, the counln The presidential 
during Ins visit, provided by members of the Taliban entourage was down to and 
liclicopteis and Special movement. which was from Kandahar on an 
Forces ol the American-led 

allies and members of the 
National Army, who lined 
the road and vvliat appeared 
lo be the entire Kandahar 
police and intelligence 
forces. Security concerns led 
lo cancellation of a 
scheduled visit to a girls' 
school and the university, 
but Mr.. Karzai toured the 
town in a motorcade, visited 

its famous shrines and his campaign, will use any don't 
family's graves, and viewed method available to them to said, 
the newly asphalted roads get popularity, to get votes," For 
from a helicopter. he said. "We should be aware he s 

"My purpose is just lo go of that, and we should not be "like 
and see the country, see afraid oflhat. It is going to lie indiv 
w hat's happened, see if there a difficult time for us." comr 

is more reconstruction,” he With plans for the elections hope 
said in an interview ahead of still uncertain and with so supp< 
meetings with local much still to be done to make legisl 
tradesmen and women’s life better here - not least an "It is 
representatives. "I have to ambitious disarmament for A 


1,111 o\cr me next two political party structure, 

lis - Mr. Karzai said he vvidelv presented and 

ot see his role merely as embedded in the Afghan 
itical leader Instead, he political culture." he said 
he sees himself as a "Until then, we'll have to use 
ing figure who can traditional methods available 
r support for the that are equally democratic." ' 
tion to democratic rule. "Democracy is something for 
Alghnn people really me that comes from the 
want a partisan person people, and in our society, the 
Teir president," he said, structure that we have is 
want somebody that related to the decision by the 
be above these people. And as long as w e gel 
I le added that he did that, I'll be happy, and that 1 
the skills to run a am going to work on." 

After a winter engrossed vvith^ 
drafting and passing ai 
Constitution, and securing 


Pal Tillman, the Arizona 
Cardinals safely who 
forfeited a niiiltimillion 
dollar contract and the 
celebrity of llic National 

Football I eaetic lo become 


Taliban and al Qaeda during a news conference 

fighters The mountainous llic team's practice fiictl 

region along the Pakistan in Arizona "For somcc 

border is where U S lo walk away from seve 

olficials believe Osama million dollars and a life 

bin l aden tlie al Qaeda relative case lo put his no 

iiy Kanger. was lender, and Ins close on the line literally f 
the country associates could be hiding. SIX.dim) to $20,000 wiili i 

ire light near the In reccni days, hundreds of guarantee for tomorro' 

border. U S Government and U.S von had lo be surprised I 

officials soldiers have been that. Pal is the onlv one 

: was killed engaged in a new hum for know in our modern dav 

combat patrol bin Laden, scouring the athletics who did it Tli 
s sen mg in was area near Spcra was sor t 0 r out or the bli 

In intlina forces Military and defense and totally ime.xpccK 
fil.igc ol Spcra. officials said that Tillman nalionallv Bui the mo 

miles sottlh or was killed during an you knew Pal. the more vc 
liman was hit ambush near Spcra. as understand why " 
mi relumed lire, unidentified enemy On Sept. 11. 2001. Tillin; 

lo officials al fighters fired on his walked into the media roo 
eon lie was vehicle A senior milium at llic Cardinals’ trainir 
evacuated from official. speaking on Hicility and sat wii 
md pronounced condition of anonymity reporters watching ll 
s officials at because Tillman's death coverage of the icm 
cly I 1 4s a.in had not yet been officially attacks, transfixed bv il 
fwo oilier U.S. announced stud llic events or the day In his la 
.ic injured and soldiers exchanged small on-camera interview, fi 
mneui solider arms fire about 25 miles next day. Tillman alluded I 
'iigside llic U S. southwest ol a coalition his deep patriotism an 
^ , ^°d military base in Kliosi seemed lo be setting ill 

of I illman. the Tillman was injured and stage for his enlistment, 
cm ( S i'lhlcte died, officials said "In "Mv great grandfather vui 
ed m combat sports, we have a tendency : ,l Pearl Harbor and a lot c 
c:,sl a 10 overuse terms like my family has gone an 
i a wai that has courage. bravery and fought in vva^s and I reall 
ilk American heroes. Mike Bidvvill. the haven't done a damn thing a 
wioiimicss As vice president and general for as laving mvsclf on lit 
ome into the counsel of Hie Cardinals, line like llial." lie said. "An 
with daily said "Then someone so I have a great deal o 
updates. the special like Pal Tillman respccl for those that hav 
nipaign in the comes along and reminds and what the Hag stand 
. uoi garnered us what those terms really for.” 
leniion. though mean He made the decision tha 

nil more than Tillman shinned his family off season after retumini 
troops m the coaches and icammalcs in from a Bora Bor: 

md lighting 2002 when lie walked away honeymoon with Ins wife. 
4amsi remnants from a throe-year coniraci Marie. During a trip home 
n and al Qaeda worili Si.6 million Ai ilk Iasi year after a mission ui 
' ihc Oil) U.S time, the move was viewed Iraq with the Rangers, lie 
die within as a strong example of post- surprised his Cardinals 
s borders since 9/11 patriotism. After four teammates with a visit and 
invaded Ihc seasons with llic Cardinals, inconspicuously slid out a 
October 2001 ihc aggressive safety -- side door so as not lo draw 
to the whose 224 tackles in a attention to himself. Having 
)f Defense. 117 single season was a team already seen combat, he 
rs have died record -- simply told the rcinm undaunted lo llic 
m Operation organization that lie was Middle East earlier this 
:edom Tillman joining the Army with his month, 
lo Company A brother. Kevin, a former "When lie came back from 
Battalion. 75tli minor league prospect in the Baghdad after this thing 
mem. based al Cleveland Indians system ended, lie called me and 
iVash.. an elite By May 2002. they had both said lie was on leave." Frank 
-infantry unit enlisted. Baiicr. Tillman's agent, said 

for difficult Pari of ihc decision was in a telephone interview "I 


removed 


good on a pledge to 
diplomats expand the mission into 
icedented more cities in the north 
an as the and west of the country, 
pressed NATO nations have been 


Dalaror. in restive Kandahar province, Mansager sad the Marines ae based 
said Lt Col Tucker Mansager. a n south of the coo Try. txi would not 
military spokesman The wounded reveal the location Previously, the 
men were taken to a miiary hospial at mrttary would not even reveal the 
the U S base in Kandahar, the man region of Afghanistan where the new 
•ooaltion headquarters ri south of the force was operating 

Some 110" U.S. solders have been 
U Gen David Bamo, the top kited— 39 of them in combat—since 
American commander ri Afghanistan Operation Endurirg Freedom began 
said that themitary has seen a recent h the coufry ri late 2001 Tfree of 
surge n violence, but that most attacks those solders have died shoe the start 
were direefed against soft targets, such of Operation Mocritain Storm in March 
as civilians or solated government Seven others have been wounded n 
seemty outposts that time, 

'We are seeing the beginnings in the Spc Pat Tilrran, a starting safety far 
last two weeks, c# some degree of the Arizona Cardinals footbal team 
spmg surge by the enemy forces," who joined the Army in the wake of the 
Bamo said "I think they are s&l Sept 11, 2001, terror attacks was 
dangerous, ihey sHI have the abity to kited by hoetie line in an ambush ri 
conflict attacks, but those attacks are east of the country Two other U.S. 
growing increasingly more focused on soldiers were wounded and an 
vulnerable populations " government miitiannan fighting 

Bamo added that he dd not believe al- alongside them was Idled. 

Qaida leaders sdl have the abity to Several bombings have been reported 
dred terrors operations around the ri Kandahar ri recent weeks, one 
world from AfghanSan outside a buldrg where the governor 

'We do not see what vw cal was holding a meeting 
certraized command and control by A twocar U N convoy carrying 
aFQarda of varying terrors national and international staffers 
organizations." he said, though he working on preparations for 
added that a decentralized cooperation September elections was targeted in a 
betvreen tenors groups, ncludng aF bombng attack on a road last week 
Qada,-was possible Osama bin jlS outside Kandahar, fordrg the 
Laden and hs top deputy are believed world body to ten-poorly suspend al 
to be hidrig in trie rugged mountains operations ri the region, 
between PakSan and AfghanSan The LWted Nations and others have 

Mansager said U S forces have more warned that historic preskrienlial and 


more peacekeepers to for the costly anc 
help stabilize the country potentially dangerous 
ahead of key elections. operation, seen as vital tc 
The visit by NATO's establishing stability, 
decision-making body, the U.S. Gen. James L. Jones, 
North Atlantic Council, NATO's top commander, 
was the first since the told reporters he was 
alliance took over the confident the alliance 
6,500-strong would stick to its target to 

peacekeeping mission in deploy peacekeeping 

teams in five more cities by 
Nicholas Burns, the U.S. late June, 
ambassador to NATO, "I think the force is about 
said nations not present in 85-90 percent generated ... 
Iraq "could do more in That's the bulk of it," he 
Afghanistan." He singled said, 
out Turkey and Germany, The peacekeepers are not 
in addition to Spain, part of the U.S.-led combat 
whose new government force of about 15,500 
plans to pull its 1,300 troops fighting al-Qaida 
troops out of Iraq. and Taliban holdouts in the 

"There is more capacity in south and east, 
the NATO alliance for the Burns said it was 
Afghan mission, while imperative the plan 
those of us fulfill the succeed and expressed 
mission of the coalition in confidence allied 

Iraq,” Burns told reporters governments would come 













The First Execution 
Since Fall of Taliban 


Germans, 
Dutch Send 
Troops to 
Northeast 
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Naderysaid 

He was also guilty of many other 
crimes committed dunng the crvil 
war, Nadery said 

"He has massacred 16 people 
and burned them alive in their 
car, he has kidnapped and raped 
women and killed them all 
these crimes were committed 
between 1992 and 1995," 
Nadery said 

According to Daqiq, in one 
incident Abdullah Shah 

interrupted a wedding party to kill 

the groom. 

The execution has angered 

rights groups who claim the 
commander did not have a far 
trial and that he was eliminated 
so he would not be able to give 
evidence against other 

suspected war criminals from 
Afghanistan's devastating 1992- 
1996 civil war 

"In our opinion he should have 
been charged with war cnmes 
and cnmes against humanity but 
(as) Afghan justice could not deal 
with war crimes and cnmes 
against humanity, the should 
have been (handled by) 

international justice.'' Nadery said 
In a statement issued late 
Monday Amnesty International 
also raised doubts about the 
fairness of Abdullah Shah's 
closed tnal at which he was not 
represented by counsel The 
chief judge in the initial tnal was 
allegedly dismissed for accepting 
a bnbe. it said 

"The (Afghan) system is 
currently incapable of fulfilling 

even the most base standards for 
fair trials as stressed by the United 
Nations Special Reporter on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions. following her 
observance of Abdullah Shah's 
tnal proceedings," it said 
The rights group also said it 
feared that the execution of the 
once-powerful commander, which 
it said took place on 
approximately April 19, might 
have been earned out to remove 
a key witness to human rights 
abuses 

"Dunng his detention. Abdullah 
Shah reportedly revealed first 
hand evidence against several 
regional commanders currently in 
positions of power against whom 
no charges have been brought" 
Amnesty said 

Ludin said the case had been 
waiting for more than a year 
during which 6me international 
organizations had access to 
Abdulah Shah, and the sentence 
had to be earned out so the 
remaining victims could get on 
with their lives 

The justice system needed to be 
applied." he said 


KABUL (AFP) - 

The government has executed 
its first prisoner since the fall of 
the Taliban, the government 


groups, including us," Hillier told 
reporters. 

Diplomats said the ambassadors had 
asked Karzai for a date at which NATO 
should begin providing security backup 
for the election process. "Now," one 
quoted Karzai as saying. 

The alliance has agreed to set up and 
take command of five new teams, which 
carry out small reconstruction projects 
or provide security for aid workers, in 
the north and west by the end of June 
Spain's new government had sought to 
balance its Iraq pullout -- which 
President Bush complained was 
"abrupt" -- by saying it was willing to 
provide troops in Afghanistan, but so far 
it has made no concrete offer. 

Turkey, which has one of the largest 
military forces in the 26-nation defense 
alliance, has declined to join the 
coalition trying to restore stability in 
post-war Iraq. 

NATO Deputy Secretary-General 
Alessandro Minuto Rizzo declined to 
say how many troops the five teams 
would require but said more would be 
known in a few weeks 
The reluctance of the allies to offer 
resources for Afghanistan has dogged 
the credibility of NATO's first mission 
outside Europe or America in its 55-year 
history, but Burns said it had to be the 
top priority because the stakes were so 
high 


troop capacity" and could help solve 
resource problems that have hampered 
the alliance's plans to expand beyond 

A recent wave of violence in the south 

The U S military Monday three Marines 
were wound ed, one seriously, when a 
ig bomb exploded by their convoy in the 
Hi? cl H southern province of Kandahar, a bastion 

KABUL (Reuters) - of the Taliban militia which U S.-led 

The United States urged its allies to forces forced from power in 2001 
speed up an expansion of NATO's The ambush came two days after former 
peacekeeping operation in the country as U.S. professional football star Pat 
signs emerged of a surge in guerrilla Tillman, who walked away from a $3.6- 
activity, even in Kabul. million sports contract to join the military, 

The 26 ambassadors of the NATO was killed in a gun battle with suspected 
alliance landed in Kabul for talks with Taliban fighters in southeast of the 
President Hamid Karzai who told them country 

he wanted security backup for voter ”| think we're seeing the beginnings, a 
registration ahead of September good bit later than we expected...here in 
elections to start right away the last two weeks of some degree of 

U.S. Ambassador to NATO Nicholas spring surge by the enemy forces," said 
Burns named Spain and Turkey as the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
nations that could do more to strengthen Lieutenant-General David Barno. 

NATO's mission in Afghanistan because That offensive has spread into Kabul, 
- unlike other allies--their military forces said Lieutenant-General Rick Hillier, 
were not tied up in Iraq. commander of the NATO-led 

"NATO needs to go faster and accelerate peacekeepers in Afghanistan, after the 
its build-up of troops in Afghanistan," he arrest of more than 20 militants with 
told reporters. explosives in the Kabul last week. 

He said Spain and Turkey, along with "We have a significant number of groups 
Germany and seven other allies which do in or coming in to Kabul with explosives 
not have forces in Iraq had "excess and with specific missions to target 


Military commander Abdullah 
Shah, convicted over a spate of 
murders induing those cf family 
members and suspected of 
committing crimes against 
humanity dunng the civil war, 
was executed according to a 
decree signal by President 
Hamid Karzai, a spokesman 
said 

"I can confirm Ihe fact that he 
was executed." Jawed Ludin told 
AFP 

"The president obviously 
regretted having to sign this 
order but this is the first time that 
he has actually signed off (on a 
death warrant)." Ludin said. 

Karzai has issued clemency 
orders to at least two people on 
death row in the past year after 
negotiating with the victims' 
families for a tepneve. Ludin 
said 

Abdullah Shah was a special 
case because of the awful 
nature of his cnmes which 
included killing his daughter by 
bashing her against a wall and 
murdenng one of his wives using 
boiiing water, he said. 

"It was basically the nature of the 
cnmes involved the severity of 
the cnmes. The impact of this 
person and the nature of the 
cnmes were just so horrible that 
it was tn the best interests of 
justice for the sentence to be 

earned out sooner rather than 
later," Ludin said 

The head of the Attorney- 
General's office, Abdul 
Mahmood Daqiq, said Abdullah 
Shah had been killed by a single 
bullet in the notorious PoLe- 
Charkri jail in Kabul 
Under the Taliban regime, which 
fell in late 2001, many convicted 
criminals were shot dead. hung, 
stoned, had their throats slit or 
died after a wall was collapsed 
on top of them 

The country's Islamic share tew 
still allows the relatives of a 
murder victim to have the final 
say on whether the offender is 
puttodeath 

Abdullah Shah was a 
oommander from Paghman 

district northwest of Kabul and 
was widely known as the "dog of 
Zardari' in reference to another 
military commander for whom he 
earned out ferocious attacks 
In July 2002 Abdullah Shah was 
charged over the murders of one 
of his wives, two of he children 
and two villagers from Paghman. 
Afghan Human Rights 

Commissioner Ahmad Nader 


gunman and two other 
people were killed when 
U.S. Special Forces 
protecting Karzai fired 
back. 

Security was tight and a 
local security official said 
at least one man was 
arrested in Kandahar on 
of plotting 


L Tjlir j|Mrag 'Ip*! suspicion 

, terrorist acts 

WSl rW " V|w -i HHL I The Taliban have The United Nations has 

|| * J stepped up attacks in warned that if security 

** recent weeks, especially throughout the country 

in Kandahar and other does not improve, it will 
KANDAHAR - Karzai said the southern and eastern be nearly impossible to 

President Hamid Karzai government has been in provinces. , hold successful 

returned Sunday to a negotiations with less Spc. Pat Tillman, a elections. 

Taliban stronghold radical Taliban leaders former NFL player with The vote was to take 

where he was nearly for months, though he the Arizona Cardinals, place in June, but 
assassinated 18 months did not give any details became the latest U.S. violence has slowed 
ago. and said he would or names. Taliban leader casualty when he was voter registration, forcing 
welcome rank-and-file Mullah • Mohammed killed in an ambush by the delay 
members of the militia Omar and his inner circle suspected Taliban On his Kandahar trip, 

back into society would not be expected to militants in the eastern Karzai met with the 

But Karzai said about be offered an olive province of Khost. governor and with tribal 
150 leaders of the ultra- branch by the Several bombings have elders. He urged 
religious Islamic government. been reported in residents to participate in 

movement supplanted by The idea of reintegrating Kandahar in recent the elections by 

his government after a less radical elements of weeks, one outside a registering to vote, and 
U.S.-led war • are the Taliban has been building where the called on militiamen 
unworthy of rehabilitation floated for months, and governor was holding a under the control of local 
and could be there have been reports meeting. warlords to embrace the 

prosecuted. the government is also A two-car U N. convoy government’s 

"Our problem is mainly negotiating with some carrying national and disarmament program, 
with the top Taliban — supporters of renegade international staffers which provides economic 
vyho may number no warlord Gulbuddin working on preparations benefits for those that lay 

more than 150 people Hekmatyar in an effort to for September elections down their arms. 

— who had links with al- get them to switch was targeted in a Karzai also traveled fo 
Qaida," Karzai said, sides. bombing attack on a his hometown of Karz, 

"Those people are the The notion appears to road last week just just outside Kandahar, 
enemies of Afghanistan have Washington's outside Kandahar, U.N. and visited his father's 
and we are against support. spokesman David Singh grave. ' 

them." On Tuesday, U.S. said at a press The government has 

"But those Taliban who ambassador Zalmay conference in Kabul, said it hopes to disarm 
are doing jobs and tilling Khalilzad said he favors There were no injuries, 40 percent of the 
the fields and working an amnesty for all but but one of the vehicles estimated 100,000 
as shopkeepers, we the worst of the old was damaged and private militiamen 

want to welcome those regime — those that thrown back several throughout the country 
Taliban," he said. allied themselves with yards after the bomb by the end of June, 

The president has said Osama bin Laden's al- went off. though most observers 

in the past that he Qaida network and A man believed to be say that goal is overly 
believed most Taliban committed crimes trying to plant a bomb at optimistic, 

could be reintegrated against humanity. another point on the Many warlords are 

back into society, but It was Karzai's first trip same road blew himself nominally allied to 

this appeared to be the to Kandahar since a up earlier that morning. Karzai's government, 

first time he put a gunman opened fire on "All U.N. operations in and the administration 

number on those the him in September 2002 the region have been relies on their muscle to 

nation sought to outside the provincial temporarily suspended," keep order in the lawless 
prosecute. governor's house. The Singh said. "That provinces. 


BERLIN (Reuters) - 
Germany and the 
Netherlands will send a 
joint military team to 
northeast, known for 
opium poppy farming, 
to help in reconstruction 
projects and provide 
security, a government 
spokesman in Berlin 
said. 

Germany would not 
exceed the 450 soldiers 
mandated by 

parliament for these 
teams, he added. The 
country has already 
stationed one of its so- 
called Provincial 

Reconstruction Teams 

(PRT) of 300 men in 
Kunduz in north of the 
country. 

The men would stay 
clear of drug 
enforcement, the 

spokesman said. "We 
acknowledge the poppy 
farming and report it to 
the institutions that are 
in charge of fighting 
against it." 

A date for the start of 
the mission in Faizabad 
was not given. 

There are now about a 
dozen PRTs across the 
country, mostly under 
the command of U.S.- 
led forces hunting down 
Taliban and al-qaeda. 


President Hamid Karzai province over the past two 
extended an olive branch to weeks The region has 
members of the ousted been plagued by violence 
Taliban during his first visit since the fall of the hard-line 
to their former stronghold of regime in late 2001 
Kandahar since an attempt The UN temporarily 
on his life there 18 months suspended field work in the 
ago. province following a bomb 

Mr. Karzai offered amnesty attack on a convoy carrying 
to non-militant Taliban and local and international UN 
appealed to them to rejoin workers helping with 
Afghan society "Those preparations for elections, 
Taliban who are doing jobs scheduled for September 
and tilling the fields and Nobody was hurt in the 
working as shopkeepers, we attack 
want to welcome (them)," he The government has said in 
said during a two-day trip recent months that it is in 
Mr Karzai rarely travels talks with moderate Taliban 
outside the heavily- and with former allies of 

protected Kabul, appealed Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 
to the Kandaharis to vote in renegade leader of the Hizb- 
the September election i-lslami party who has 
With strong backing from the declared war on Mr Karzai's 
US and few rival candidates, government and is believed 
Mr. Karzai is widely to be hiding somewhere in 
expected to win the south-east 

"The voter registration card The strategy is intended to 
is now a more powerful draw support away from 
weapon than the arms we militant Taliban and Hizb-i- 
want to collect," said Mr Islami leaders who are 
Karzai, referring to the waging a violent year-old 
process of disarming the insurgency against the 
country's factional militia government Mr Karzai 
Mr. Karzai's gesture came said there were about 150 
amid what the US-led members of the radical 
military»coalition described former regime whom the 
as an "uptick" in Taliban government considered 
attacks in Kandahar outlaws 
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